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The building of a Cultural Centre in Carnarvon that would convey the history and knowledge 
of the Indigenous people of the Gascoyne region of Western Australia began in 1992, when 
several senior Aboriginal men sat down with a former Deputy Premier and began to draw 
their respective countries and tell their stories.  
 
Sadly not many of those men lived long enough to see the building finished let alone the 
doors opened.  The journey of the Gascoyne Aboriginal Heritage and Cultural Centre has 
already been a long one and it is not over yet.  Along the way there have been many players, 
agreements and disagreements, disappointments and support from surprising quarters but 
the one constant has been the determination of the Yinggarda traditional owners of the 
Carnarvon area to see that the Cultural Centre was done the right Aboriginal way.   
 
The lessons learned from the building of a Cultural Centre on the far west coast of Australia 
are, at the same time, both simple and hard but applying them to other situations may save a 
lot of anxiety for everyone. 
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Lorraine has worked in the cultural industries sector for more than 20 years. For at least half 
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