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Abstract 
 
This paper would not discuss climate change and the impact on regional Australia.  It will, 
however, focus on what climate change and the associated policy developments have done to 
drive change, innovation and most importantly opportunities for economic development in 
regional Australia.  This paper will explore the key factors of climate change that are driving 
demands for new products and services.  In particular, the demand for “clean” energy generation 
and the supply of new products and services to support energy efficiency and renewable energy 
generation will be explored.  Once the understanding of the new demands generated by climate 
change is explained, various avenues for economic development in regional Australia will be 
explored by highlighting various case studies and examples from Australia and abroad.  
Examples will include but would not be limited to: 

• Solar farms in Mildura VIC 
• Polysilicon production facility in Pocatello, Idaho (USA) 
• Wind Power in the Iowa Lakes region (USA) 
• Silverton Wind Farm in Broken Hill NSW 
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