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BIOGRAPHY 
 
Simon is the Executive Officer for Regional Development Australia Great Southern WA, and joined the 
organisation in April 2009. Based in Albany on the south coast (400 kms from Perth), Simon has been 
responsible for establishing the RDA after its transition from the previous Great Southern Area 
Consultative Committee.  
 
With over 30 years experience in corporate, community and government organisations Simon has held 
various senior management roles where his skills and experience in product development, business 
management, community consultation, marketing and communications have served him well. 
 
Simon’s experience includes working with several state and commonwealth government agencies such 
as the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service and in 
more recent times the Commonwealth Dept of Human Services in Canberra. 
 
An active member of the Great Southern community, Simon contributes time to various boards and 
organising committees including the Great Southern Institute of Technology, the Great Southern 
Employment Development Committee and the Albany Tourism Marketing Advisory Committee. In his 
spare time Simon enjoys the great outdoors with his family and currently enjoys the challenge of 
Dragon Boat racing for his home town of Denmark. 

 
ABSTRACT 

 
Many voices, one story: a case study of community development and engagement 
in a rural town  

Katanning is a regional centre with a population of 4500, in the Great Southern region of Western 
Australia. Since establishment of the town in the late 1880s, primary production and associated 
secondary industries have supported the economic development of the town as well as providing a 
catalyst for a culturally diverse community through the creation of employment and demand for 
workers.  

 Farmers were attracted to take up land in the region and many of these were originally German 
settlers, migrating first to South Australia then to Western Australia. In the early 1900s the State 
Government promoted WA as a destination for settlers from the United Kingdom to support the 
agricultural industry. In the 1970s, an abattoir producing halal meat for international export provided 
employment for migrants from Christmas and Cocos Islands and more recently, for Burmese refugees. 
Growth of the town encouraged complimentary migration of professionals to provide a range of services 
such as medical, nursing and accountancy services to meet local needs.  

This paper will explore Katanning as a case study for community development and engagement from the 
first settlers and aboriginal Noongars, to migration from across Europe, Asia, Oceania and Africa. It will 
include the highlights of this migration into Katanning, the attraction for individuals and their families, 
benefits for industry development, and the challenges and opportunities for the community, for the 
Shire of Katanning, and for state and federal government agencies, associated with engaging with 
people from the range of culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds into the community.   

 


