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SEGRA 2015 – Leading and Growing Sustainable Regions - Bathurst, NSW – 20 - 22 October

SEGRA 2015 Registrations Now Open

The SEGRA 2015 Conference, Leading and Growing Sustainable Regions, is being hosted by Charles
Sturt University in Bathurst, New South Wales from 20 – 22 October.
Register now at: http://www.segra.com.au/registration.php

Accommodation
Please visit
http://www.segra.com.au/segra_accommodation.html for
our recommended accommodation providers and how to
book.
We recommend delegates book their accommodation as
soon as possible as rooms are expected to fill up quickly.
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2015 Action Agendas


The regional landscape and environment: maximising opportunities in appropriate management
of water, plants, and ecosystems including mining, gas extraction and farming



Fair Trade Agreements: how will regions be impacted and benefit in the age of emerging
economies in Asia, Africa and Latin America. What will be the emerging opportunities for
economic and employment growth?



Regional value-add through investment in advanced industries: making the most of clean
technology, renewable technologies and agricultural intensification



Economic consolidation, resource optimisation, fuel security, social capital, technological take
up including NBN; industrial diversity and employment opportunities, regional education and
sustaining regionally significant investment and national infrastructure funding



Engaging with our communities and their history in the context of an aging population,
workforce demographic transition, viability and financing of agriculture, embedding lifestyle
health, education and business values into sustainable economic outcomes



Building capacity: key policy trends including multi-level governance and decisions that will raise
up leadership and get things done in the regions
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Pre-Conference Study Tour to the Central Coast, Hawkesbury
and the Blue Mountains World Heritage National Landscape

Images: Left to Right: Govetts Leap Lookout, Blue Mountains Botanical Gardens, Mt Tomah
Source: Angus M Robinson

Date: Saturday, 17 October – Monday, 19 October 2015
Departing: Sydney 10:00 am, arriving Bathurst at 4:00 pm
Tour Leaders: Simon Boughey – Chief Executive Officer, Cherry Growers Australia and SEGRA
National Steering Committee
Angus M Robinson – Managing Partner, Leisure Solutions® and Geotourism Forum, Ecotourism
Australia Ltd
Price: $1080.00 for single or $795.00 per head for twin share
Inclusions: Four Star Accommodation (two nights), coach transport, meals (2 breakfasts, 3
lunches and 2 dinners), Scenic World Railway and Blue Mountains Cultural Centre entry fees.
Conditions: Please note that the tour is subject to a restricted number of members and places
will be allocated in order of bookings received and full payments received up to the deadline date
of Monday 14th September 2015. Owing to the timing of the tour over a weekend where
accommodation bookings are at peak demand, room availability will be limited and it may
necessary to allocate two people per room. In making a booking, intending travellers are
requested to nominate their preparedness to accept accommodation on a twin share basis. No
refund on cancellations received after 14th September. Minimum numbers will apply to this tour.
To register for this tour, please visit: http://www.segra.com.au/registration.php
See the proposed itinerary at:
http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2015/SEGRA-updates/preconferencetour_updated.pdf
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SEGRA 2015 Short Film Festival

Image Source: http://holbornhall.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Community-Calendar.jpg

SEGRA is excited to invite you to participate in the 2015 Short Film Festival to promote people, place
and productivity of regional Australia.
The 2015 theme is The Heart of My Community. Tell us who/what makes the heart of your community
and why.
Entry is $50 and is open to anyone who wishes to enter, regardless of their background or experience.
The winner will receive $1,000 and the runner-up will receive $500 from Bendigo Bank.
All entries must be received by 5:00pm AEST on Wednesday, 30 September 2015.

To view the 2015 flyer and terms and conditions, please visit:
http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2015/film.festival.2015.pdf
To submit your short film, please visit: https://www.hightail.com/u/segra
To register and pay the entry fee, please visit: http://www.segra.com.au/registration.php

Proudly Sponsored by
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Bathurst Walking Tour

Image: Macquarie River
Source: http://mw2.google.com/mw-panoramio/photos/medium/23136453.jpg

Join us in October on a walking tour of Bathurst – A Delightful Spot – 1815: The Bathurst Government
Settlement Heritage Trail, launched this year as part of the town’s bicentenary.
The walking trail takes visitors through the early European government settlement of Bathurst from
1815 – 1840 starting at the Macquarie River and finishing on William Street.
The interpretative signs (along the trail) and permanent exhibition of images and maps at the Bathurst
City Community Club (Corner of Durham and William Streets) tell the stories of Bathurst's beginnings.
The tour is free and will run from 4:30pm – 5:30pm on Monday, 19 October, allowing delegates enough
time to travel to the Mayoral Cocktail Reception.
To register, please visit: http://www.segra.com.au/registration.php
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Blueprint for a Healthy Environment and a Productive
Economy
The Wentworth Group of Scientists recently released their Blueprint for a Healthy Environment and a
Productive Economy. In this document, they suggest five key areas for change:






Reactive planning that is driving long-term degradation because it fails to take into account the
cumulative impact of development on our environmental assets;
Economic signals that reward pollution and discourage conservation;
Under-investment in the conservation of Australia’s native plants and animals causing many to
be at high risk of extinction;
Too many layers of government and too many government agencies who influence urban and
rural land and water management, creating confusion, duplication, and at times contradictory
decisions; and
Our GDP fixation on material production that is not linked to a national balance sheet that
records the depreciation of the nation’s natural capital.

Prof. Darryl Low Choy from Griffith University has been confirmed as a
keynote speaker at SEGRA 2015. He will be presenting on the Blueprint
for a Healthy Environment and a Productive Economy.

6

Design, Fund and Sustain Regionally Significant Projects
Developing the BEST projects for the National Stronger Regions Fund
Are there great ideas in your region that need a better business case to secure funding?
After two years of development and testing, the SEGRA Foundation is launching the National
Accelerator Pathway for the development of Regionally Significant Projects.
The National Accelerator Pathway is a mentored project development process that brings 21st Century
thinking and techniques to creating the BEST investable projects for sustainable regional growth.
There are a range of options that can be customised to your region including:
1. Right Start Right - Leadership Activation : Project vision, Principles Process
2. BrightSparc: Big idea Testing for Significant Project Activation - Regional Collaboration
3. BESTstart - Building the Bankable Emotive Strategic Team based Business Case
The average one day customised event is $9,500 (+GST) with disbursements at cost.
For more information, please email info@regionalsolutions.net.au or phone Robert Prestipino on 0414
550 975 or Kate Charters on 0408 882 871

Click on the link to view the one-day event flyer:
http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2015/SEGRAupdates/foundation-event.pdf
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Around the Regions
Korean Trainee Project Developing Quickly

Image: Professor Jae-Hoon Jung, Mr Henny Bang, RDA Orana Chair John Walkom, CEO Felicity Taylor-Edwards and Project Officer Georgia Fahey
in a meeting in Dubbo

In April, Regional Development Australia Orana hosted two Korean delegates, in order to expedite the
next stage of their Korean trainee project. Professor Jae-Hoon Jung and Mr Henny Bang spent most of
the week in Dubbo, to meet with employers to discuss the project and facilitate the first job interviews
with Korean candidates and Orana employers.
The Korean trainee project is a joint initiative between RDA Orana and the Korean government. Late last
year, RDA Orana released a research report titled Workforce Capacity of the Orana Region, which
identified a number of skills shortages across various industries. The project has been designed as one of
a number of strategies to fill some of these skills gaps being experienced by employers throughout the
Orana region.
Korean trainees will spend 2 years continuing their occupational training in Dubbo workplaces, where
the pilot program will take place. The trainees will have a minimum of 12 months’ work experience in
their chosen industry prior to arriving in Australia. RDA Orana will sponsor the trainees through a 402
visa, and will also play a supportive role throughout their stay in the Orana region.
Felicity Taylor-Edwards, CEO of RDA Orana, said, “We are pleased to see the project developing
productively. The initiative has been met with great enthusiasm by Orana employers, who I believe can
see the potential benefits to not only their own businesses, but also the region.”
“Once the program has been run successfully within the Orana, we will look at rolling out the project on
a greater scale, in order to benefit other regions experiencing similar skills shortages. The project has
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the potential to greatly improve bilateral relations between Australia and Korea, and also has many
prospects in terms of building trade and investment relationships.”
For more news about the project, visit www.rdaorana.org.au.
We would like to thank Felicity Taylor-Edwards, Chief Executive Officer from RDA Orana for submitting
this article.
If you would like to submit an article to SEGRA Walks the Talk, please email us at info@segra.com.au

Progress in Australian Regions: Yearbook 2014
Australia is made up of diverse regions, from busy interconnected
urban areas to isolated remote communities. While the majority
of Australians live in cities, a significant proportion of our
population is also spread across large and often remote areas.
The regions of Australia are progressing at different rates.
Examining the regional trends and patterns reveal differences
that are often hidden when looking only at the national trends.
The differences in the progress of regions influence the structure
of their economy, their need for transport infrastructure, and the
way in which government provides services in the regions.
For the first time the Progress in Australian Regions: Yearbook
2014 brings together information about Australia's regions from a
range of different sources and presents that data in a consistent format over time.
The Yearbook provides a statistical resource that can help answer the question of how our regions are
progressing against economic, social, environmental and governance indicators enabling governments,
private investors and the community to identify trends that are important for policy development and
investment decisions.
View the full report here:
http://regional.gov.au/regional/publications/yearbook/files/2014_yearbook_full-v2.pdf
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Workshops
Geotrails

Image: Govetts Leap, Blue Mountains
Source: Angus M. Robinson

Geotrails is the key theme of the SEGRA 2015 Geotourism workshop.
Geotourism is emerging as a new global phenomenon which is tourism focusing on an area's geology
and landscape as the basis for providing visitor engagement, learning and enjoyment. Geotourism can
be delivered within a wide range of both protected and non-protected areas, as exemplified overseas
particularly within geoparks, and so far in Australia through Australian National Landscapes such as the
Greater Blue Mountains including the Jenolan Karst Conservation Reserve.
The concept of geotrails has provided an alternative and attractive approach to nurturing regional
development by celebrating geotourism, geological and mining heritage (of which the Modern Mining
Trail of Central-West NSW and the Hill End Historic site located just north of Bathurst are other
outstanding local examples). The SEGRA Geotourism workshop will explore the exciting opportunities
for geotrail development across Australia. Pre and post conference tours are currently being planned in
support of this concept.
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SEGRA 2015
Platinum and Host Sponsor

Gold Sponsors and Supporters

Silver Sponsors and Supporters

Bronze Sponsors and Supporters

Deadline for submission of articles and images for the next edition of SEGRA Walks to Talk is Monday,
13 July 2015
Please send your articles and images to: info@segra.com.au
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