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•
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Recent Federal Government interest in North Australia:
“sustainable development of northern Australia presents a challenge to
… ensure the realisation of the region's economic potential does not
put at risk its unique natural and cultural environment” [Gary Gray,
Parliamentary Secretary]
North Australia Land and Water Task Force: “to find new
opportunities for economic development in the north based on water
availability and sustainability”
Released report in Jan 2009 after 2 years work: “A series of
motherhood statements and bureaucratic recommendations looking for
more investigations, additional data, more reports, new processes,
more committees, and analysis” [Coalition Senator]
Given deficiencies in Task Force report Gulf stakeholders keen to
articulate their own vision.
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1. Gulf Water Resources
The Gulf of Carpentaria drainage division is the largest
in Australia with a massive 24.4% of the nation’s water
runoff. Yet less than 1% of the Gulf’s water is
allocated.
Gulf: 95,615 GL/ yr
Murray Darling: 23,734 GL/ yr

2020 Summit
Tim Fischer and Tony Burke (closing speeches):
“We need to chase the water in the north……. and be
part of a global response to the world food
shortages….. There should be updated soil and
hydrology studies.”

“Best estimates” from BOM and CSIRO is that Australia’s northern savannahs
are likely to be the part of Australia least adversely affected by climate change

2. Port Karumba
The Port of Karumba provides
good access into Asian
markets. There is strong
demand for food imports into
Asia.
In the 2006-07 financial year, the
Port of Karumba was ranked 5th
in Queensland based on value
of goods exported – mainly
zinc, lead, live cattle heading
into Asian markets.
The adjacent town of
Normanton has a sealed 1676m
airstrip with night lighting.

Source: Cummings
Economics

3. Infrastructure Investments
Over $50 million in last 3 years for roads, bridges, airstrips

$18 million to replace Einasleigh River bridge after 2009 floods

Gulf Savannah: Looking Forward
•
•

Socio-economic disadvantage of both indigenous and nonindigenous communities addressed
Sustainable use of water resources to:
– Intensify production of cattle industry and open up downstream
processing opportunities
– Allow small and modest irrigation developments

•
•
•
•
•
•

Infrastructure investments completed: transport and energy
(solar, wind, small hydro, biofuels, geothermal)
Further mining with commitment to local employment &
infrastructure investment
Active export port building on access to Asian markets
Increasingly diversified tourism industry, extended season
Reduced economic leakage from region
Niche conservation economies

Cattle Industry
• Agricultural production in the Gulf Savannah is dominated by cattle
grazing: the live cattle trade out of Karumba has proved resilient
despite market factors
• The Gulf is “the calf factory” of the State – cattle sent elsewhere for
fattening and processing – many carbon miles incurred, pressure on
road networks
• Interest in using Gulf water to fatten cattle in the region, through local
cropping and local feedlots/ supplemental feeding:
• new export opportunities
• value-adding, processing
• reduce carbon miles
• localise supply chain.

HORTICULTURE: There has been “strong growth in [crop
production] in Etheridge Shire, reflecting the development of
rotational cropping adjacent to the Gilbert River” (DNRW
2006)

Demand for Water

Competitive advantages of cropping in the region include early
ripening (premium prices), dry climate/ low pest levels, input
costs, located on road train route

Gilbert River Mango Plantation
38,000 trees planted

Other current crops include
cattle fodder, peanuts, tropical
fruits
Issues: water allocation, energy
supply, tree clearing

River Catchments

Green Hills Dam Proposal
• The Gilbert River’s potential was recognised from the first days of
European settlement
• In 1998, the State Government’s Water Infrastructure Task Force
recommended formal investigations be undertaken of water
storage options in the Gulf
• Following economic, social, environmental, technical and cultural
assessments in 1999, two of those options were identified for
further investigation, namely Green Hills (Etheridge Shire) and
O’Connell Creek (Richmond Shire)
• Apart from State feasibility studies, inundation mapping and
storage curves were prepared for Green Hills dam in 2000, and a
Social Issues Report for Green Hills was also completed in 2000
• State Government currently working with GSD and Etheridge
Shire to review/ develop the proposal.

Demand for Water
• The Gilbert River proposal has now been updated as follows:
– 300,000 ML capacity
– 100,000 ML annual yield
– Sufficient to irrigate 13,800 ha against the identified production
scenario.

• The latest available figures show the average annual rate of
growth for cropping in Etheridge Shire was 48%.
• A range of companies have expressed interest in investing in
the Gilbert River irrigation area, including:
–
–
–
–
–

Peanuts
Rice
Fodder crops
Bananas
Abattoir.

Gilbert River Agricultural Precinct Economic Profile
Summary Snap Shot (excluding benefits to grazing
industry)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total Area Under Major Production (ha)13,800
Total Gross revenue - farm gate ($) $68,821,671
Total Variable input costs ($) $53,258,682
Gross Margin ($) $11,462,390
Gross Margin per hectare ($) $830.61
Total Irrigation Water Used (ML) 95,550
Average Irrigation used per hectare (ML/ha) 6.74
Selected production transported outside the region (Tons)
104,613 (mangoes, peanuts, rice, sorghum, soybeans, navy
beans melons, pumpkins, hay)

Mining & Energy
• Renewable Energy: Wind & Solar/ geothermal/ ethanol/
biofuels potential
• Mining: Century Mine (exporting via Karumba) and small scale
mining in Etheridge Shire. However there is high levels of
minerals exploration and new mines are proposed for Etheridge
and Burke Shires
• MMG’s Century Mine a leading example of indigenous
engagement: up to 30% of workforce/ trainees from local
indigenous communities.

Tourism
• Gulf Savannah tourism industry is well established
and increasing in quality
• However, tourism currently very seasonal and narrow
market focus: ‘snow-birds’, ‘grey nomads’ and
recreational fishers. Not many organised tours in
region
• Savannah Way: bringing new tourists into the region
who want different tourism experiences, and higher
quality
• 12% of travelers on Savannah Way are international.
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How important were the following in
your decision to travel the SW?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Natural Beauty 86%
Native Animals 80%
Outback Lifestyle 79%
Historical Features 78%
National Parks/ Heritage 76%
Aboriginal Culture 69%
Fishing 56%
Business/ Working Holiday 33%
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Economic Leakage
The 2008 GSD Economic Leakage report showed that
many goods and services are being sourced outside
of the region due mainly to lack of local supply and
high local costs
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