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BIOGRAPHY 
 
Katrina Houghton joined Cairns Regional Council as their primary Economic Development Officer in 
December 2009. Since commencing with Cairns Regional Council Katrina has developed a number of 
programmes and projects to support and develop an economy which has been severely affected by the 
most recent economic recession. Graduating from the University of Canberra in 2003, Katrina 
completed an honours degree in economics. Recently moving back to Australia from the UK Katrina 
worked as an economic consultant for forecasting house, Oxford Economics. As part of Oxford’s regional 
team Katrina worked most specifically with regional economies in Northern Ireland as they embarked on 
a period of rapid growth and development. Specialising in skills development, creative economies and 
innovation Cairns Regional Council’s Economic Development Team now has a vision to create a more 
economically sustainable Cairns through innovation, knowledge and diversification. 

 
ABSTRACT 

 
The Cairns Economy: our commitment to sustainable growth 
 
The Cairns Economy faces a number of difficult challenges and opportunities as we move beyond the 
impacts of the global financial crisis.  
 
Some of these challenges include: 
• High unemployment and underemployment; 
• Existing reliance on three interdependent; sectors – tourism, retail, construction; 
• Majority of businesses are small businesses; 
• Stemming the flow of young people out of the region. 
 
Opportunities include: 
• Population growth; 
• Major infrastructure developments; 
• Projected growth at James Cook University; 
• A lifestyle economy that can attract a variety of skills. 
 
Cairns Regional Council has developed a number of catalytic responses to drive diversity and sustainable 
growth in the region. 
  
These projects and programmes include: 
• The Tropical Innovation Awards: Developed in partnership with the four Far North Queensland Local 
Government Areas of Cairns, Tablelands, Cassowary and Cook, the awards will reveal, recognise and 
reward local talent through a competition to discover the best and most innovative ideas across the 
region. 
• InvestCairns: Cairns Regional Council’s economic development unit have developed a web portal to 
deliver research, promote investment and export development within Cairns. Designed with guidance 
from the Gold Coast City Council this website aims to provide a one-stop-shop for local businesses and 
potential investors in the Cairns region. It combines marketing the lifestyle opportunities which the 
region offers while showcasing Cairns as a sophisticated place to do business. 
• Infrastructure Charges: Cairns Regional Council has placed a moratorium on infrastructure charges up 
to 2012 to encourage investment and development in the region. 


