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Kellie is the Director of Transport and Main Roads' Modelling, Data and Analysis Centre.  This centre 

provides expertise in transport system analysis to inform evidence-based policy, planning and 

operational delivery for the State.  

 

Kellie has a strong background in strategic analysis having managed research programs for a number of 

prominent organisations within the Government, finance and energy sectors prior to joining Transport 

and Main Roads. Kellie has a doctorate in social psychology from James Cook University in North 

Queensland. 

 
ABSTRACT 

 
Setting the transport scene in Townsville 
 
Coastal urban centres are expected to continue to grow as they accommodate a growing share of 
regional Queensland’s population growth. Townsville, like the other Queensland coastal centres, can 
anticipate considerable population growth over the next 20 years. This growth is likely to accentuate a 
number of key trends in demographics, travel behaviour and urban development.  
 
Setting the transport scene in Townsville 2010 presents the key facts on the current situation of 
transport and urban development in Townsville. It provides evidence on key trends in population growth 
and distribution, urban development, transport system performance and travel behaviour. 
 
Setting the transport scene in Townsville provides a solid evidence base that analyses past decision 
making and acknowledges consequential outcomes to assist planners and policy makers to begin to 
identify how best to address future challenges. This information will be timely as the Queensland 
Government has launched the development of a Townsville Futures Plan to support regional and 
economic growth in Townsville. The provision, enhancement and maintenance of transport and its 
integration with land use planning will be critical to Townsville’s future.  
 
This paper will provide the SEGRA 2010 conference attendees with an insight into Townsville’s current 
state and similar investigations relating to Queensland’s other regional centres. The presentation will 
stimulate discussion about the connectivity of evidence and decision making, and will provoke 
innovative policy to support Queensland’s regional centres’ future liveability and prosperity. 

 


