
Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
in Regional Australia: 

maintaining fit and balance for sustainable economic 
development 
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Sustain Northern Rivers is a collaboration of local and regional bodies including LGA’s, education, 

institutes (university and vocational), state and federal government departments and community 

organisations. 

 

SNR has developed a collaborative model based on distributed leadership, with the recognition that no 

one organisation has the mandate or resources to deal with all of the interrelated complexities involved 

in responding to climate change and ergo, its impact on social and economic development. 

 



SNR has established four action priorities 

 Sustain Energy 

 Sustain Transport 

 Sustain Food 

 SNR Social Innovation 



Reduce the region’s ecological footprint (energy, water, waste) 
 
There is no question, we take energy at the flick of a switch for granted. The ready 
availability of power creates opportunities beyond belief, but at what cost? 
 
Sustain ENERGY draws a picture of the issues and opportunities for our region in 
generation, transmission and consumption of stationary energy 
 
http://www.sustainnorthernrivers.org/energy/ 
 

 

Sustain Energy 

http://www.sustainnorthernrivers.org/energy/


Sustain Transport 
 
Sustain Northern Rivers aims to: 
 
 reduce transport emissions 
 increase transport options, and 
 increase physical activity, social capital and resilience. 

 
http://www.sustainnorthernrivers.org/transport/ 

http://www.sustainnorthernrivers.org/transport/


http://nrcarpool.org/ 
 
The Northern Rivers Carpool is a 
free, easy to use, online service for 
staff and students of the six 
Northern Rivers Councils, North 
Coast Area Health Service, Southern 
Cross University and North Coast 
Institute of TAFE. 
 
Northern Rivers Carpool matches 
individuals with others travelling in 
the same direction for work or 
study.  

http://nrcarpool.org/
http://nrcarpool.org/


SNR Social Innovation 

Aims to provide mechanisms that support,  
 
communicate and promote sustainability initiatives. 



Sustain Food 
Food is, and will always be, one of the cornerstones of society. 
 
Sustain FOOD is a place where the Northern Rivers community can learn more about 
growing food, supporting regional growers and producers and sustaining our future 
food systems. 
 
http://sustainfood.com.au/ 

http://sustainfood.com.au/












NORTHERN RIVERS FOOD 
 
A recipe for success: 
 
Provide members of Northern 
Rivers Food  with appropriate 
growth ingredients:- 
reliable market data, 
up to date information, 
resource register, 
networking and mentoring 

forums, 
targeted marketing 

opportunities 
 
 
On behalf of its members and 
affiliates, Northern Rivers Food 
organises networking forums 
coordinates relevant training 

workshops 
proactively markets Northern 

Rivers Foods via a range of 
activities 

highlight investment 
opportunities  

develop/facilitate projects 



Green Industry developments are the rural and regional industries of the future . 

Without sustained and sustainable economic growth communities will be unable to 

continue to support and nurture their populations, for without the dollars and cents 

that a healthy economy brings, social services become unsustainable. 



http://www.sustainnorthernrivers.org 
 
http://www.northernriversfoodlinks.com.au/ 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfId_UINocQ&feature=player_embedded 
 
http://www.northernriversfood.org.au/ 
 
http://www.skmconsulting.com/Site-Documents/Technical-
Papers/Progress%20to%20impliment%20Sustainable%20Development.pdf 
 
http://socialinnovation.ca/innovation/models 
 
http://blacksgonegeek.org/Documents/Timmons%20Modelv3.pdf 
 
http://www.rdanorthernrivers.org.au 
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