
Rising from the floodwaters 

One Council’s vision to disaster-proof communities 
 
26 October 2011 



“There's going to be a lot of heartache in the Lockyer Valley for a long 

time. There is no other part of Queensland that has experienced what that 

community has experienced...a deeply shocking, traumatic event.”  
 

Anna Bligh, Queensland Premier (14 January 2011) 

 

 



“I was just coming back from Withcott when it started.  

I was driving across about 10 inches of water and a wall of water came 

down, picked my ute up, pushed it sidewards. If it had been a little car it 

would have killed everyone in it...It's like Cyclone Tracy hit it.” 

Steve Jones, Mayor of Lockyer Valley Regional Council 



More than 1,000 cars were destroyed between Toowoomba and the 

Lockyer Valley. 



77% of Council road infrastructure was damaged, including 40 bridges. 



“The spirit of Queensland means that people face this with courage and 

determination…To the people of Queensland, Australians are thinking of you 

and anything that the Australian nation can do to assist the people of 

Queensland in these difficult days, we will do.”  
 

 Prime Minister, Julia Gillard 



Daylight, January 11 

“This community has been devastated by one of Australia’s worst natural disasters in history.  

The road to recovery will be long.  We will work together and we will see this through.  And in 

the end, we will emerge a stronger and more united community.” 

  

Cr Steve Jones, Mayor Lockyer Valley Regional Council 

 

 



119 houses received major structural damage or were swept away. 

 



16 people lost their lives. Three are still missing. 

16 people lost their lives. Three are still missing. 



 
A total of 2,798 homes were inundated. 

 

 



Moving to Higher Ground 

This initiative is the largest undertaking in the history of the Council and nowhere else in 

Australia has a local government authority assisted a disaster-struck community in this way. 

 

 



Strengthening Grantham 

• Council acquired a 935-acre land parcel 

adjacent to the Grantham township and 

outside the flood-zone to relocate residents 

in an Australian-first voluntary land swap 

 

• Site works commenced in June – only five 

months after the floods – fast-tracking a 

process that would normally take years. 

 

 

 

 
 



Stage One – New Grantham 

“It is 



“It is human and natural to feel so overwhelmed by the loss and the task 

ahead, that perhaps it would be easier to make a fresh start somewhere 

else, or not at all.” 
Ms Quentin Bryce, Governor-General (26 January, 2011) 



 
A total of 72 families took part in the first ballot. 

Further ballots will take place over the coming months. 

 

 



“We could see some people in their new homes by Christmas,” Premier Anna Bligh  

 

The Road to Christmas 



 

The historic land ballot took place in early August. 

 

The first families are expected to relocate to their 

new homes by Christmas. 
 

 

 

 
 
 



 
Several open days have been hosted by Council for residents to inspect 

residential land lots. 

 

 



 Not Rebuilding – Revitalising  

“Creating a more resilient community” 

The biggest threat to a community after it is struck by natural disaster 

is being forgotten – remembrance is an enormous part of recovery. 

 


